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Indonesian Parrot Project

Eco-Expeditions

Team Briefing

Financial Terms & Conditions
Prices for each expedition will be announced in February of each year due to fluctuations in the
market and the exchange rate. International airfare from your destination city is not included in
the trip price. We can offer you recommendations of travel agencies that may be able to help
you find a good fare. The prices are based on shared rooms. Single rooms will be charged at a
slightly higher rate. Please be aware that single rooms are only an option when we are staying at
certain hotels, and we will do our best to accommodate your needs. Joining us on an eco trip
also provides each guest a lifetime membership in the Indonesian Parrot Project.

Additional Costs
Additional costs may include passports, tourist visa, ($25 per person) airport taxes, travel
insurance and the costs of any side trips made during your visit in Bali, (with the exception of
scheduled day tours), any meals not specifically mentioned below, other services at the hotel
(phone calls, laundry, room charges, etc.) and your shopping budget.

Method of Payment
To hold a space on the expedition, you must submit a 50% deposit with your reservation. The
full amount is due 60 days before the expedition. Please send a check made out to Project Bird
Watch, c/o Lorraine Otto, Chief Financial Officer, PO Box 1500, Amagansett, NY 11930
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Cancellation and Refund Policy
If you cancel 90 days or more prior to team departure all
payments are refundable (less $250 administration fee
per person).

If you cancel between 45 and 89 days prior to team
departure, 50% of your payment will be refundable.

If you cancel less than 45 days prior to team departure,
all payments are non- refundable regardless of circumstance.

Health Forms
Upon your reservation we will send you a series of forms, including a health form which needs to
be filled out by your doctor. Please be advised that candidates must be in good physical
condition or may be refused participation in the trip.

Rendezvous
For both trips we will rendezvous in Bali. An IPP staff member will be at the airport to pick you
up and get you to the hotel.

Visa & Passport Information
American citizens require $25 U.S. for a tourist visa to enter Indonesia. To make sure we can
get your surat jalan (walking papers) for Maluku or West Papua, we request that you scan a
copy of your passport and send it or email it to Bonnie Zimmermann. The address is
Indonesian Parrot Project, 1111 Deputy Drive, Pope Valley, CA 94567 or you email to
bonniez@hughes.net

Please be sure your passport is up-to-date (U.S. passport must be valid for 6 months beyond
stay and must have at least four blank pages for immigration).

Carry at least 2 copies of the cover pages of your passports, and additional passport photos
of yourself.

Travel Insurance
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Travel Insurance is mandatory, and offers an added sense of protection. It can be purchased
online in advance. We have used three different companies and they are all good. Visit
www.travelguard.com, www.specialtyrisk.com, and www.globaltravelinsurance.com

Outside Communication
Phone service is not available in Seram or West Papua. You will be able to make regular calls in
Bali, Ambon and Makassar. Some cell phone companies provide international roaming and do
work in Bali. Check with your supplier.

Currency – The Key is in the Details!
Currency exchange and ATMs are available in the Denpasar and Makassar Airports.
Traveler’s checks are not accepted in most banks or stores in Indonesia; it is probably not worth
bringing them. We don’t recommend the use of credit cards except in major hotels or larger
stores; however, you should bring one for emergencies. Plan on either using your ATM card
for money (ideally bring two), and bring American money, preferably $100 bills. (If you are
traveling from outside the U.S., please contact Bonnie for currency details.) Any bills dated
1996 or 1999 will not be accepted anywhere in Indonesia due to counterfeiting problems in the
past. They will only accept the 2001 or the very new 2003 issue of $100 bills and will not take
the following series: CB, DB, and DH. You can locate that number on the upper left hand of
the bill. We will obtain the newest information on what bills are acceptable in June of this year
and will forward to you. Allow at least several weeks for your bank to obtain these for you.
Also throughout Indonesia, people will not accept bills that are worn or ripped. A rip of only
1/16th of an inch can make a bill unusable. If you are planning on exchanging more than a few
hundred dollars (which in all likelihood you will), please be aware that Indonesian money is bulky,
so bring an appropriately sized waist-pack or purse to carry it in. Depending on your shopping
plans, we can advise you how much cash to bring.

Physical Conditioning
Participants must be healthy and able to walk over uneven terrain on forest trails. We routinely
hike several hours during the day and up to 90 minutes through the dark to arrive or return from
canopy platforms. Hikes may traverse deep mud or dense roots; some are uphill climbs or
involve walking through some dense rattan vine with sharp, cutting barbs. (Of course, our guides
will help clear the way). Besides hiking, we will be traveling by long boat sitting on hard wooden
seat-less plank seats, possibly dugout canoes, inter-country air flights, and hydrofoil. Our
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platforms are up to 150 feet above the rainforest floor. You will not be required to climb up to
these platforms, but will be hauled to the top in a climbing rig.

Volunteers allergic to bee stings must bring their
epinephrine shots as stinging bees, wasps, and ants
are common. It is very important that you talk to
your doctor, or if possible, visit a Travel Clinic,
about immunizations and malaria prophylaxis at
least 4-6 weeks prior to departure.

The team leaders carry a well-stocked first aid kit,
but participants are encouraged to bring a small

supply of personal medications, including pain killers, anti-diarrhea medicine, and Cipro (a broad
spectrum digestive system antibiotic.). Talk to your doctor about other potential medicines.

There is no official physician, nurse or EMT on the team and the time to reach the nearest
hospital can be up to seven hours. That is why we require Travel Insurance which includes
coverage for Emergency Evacuation. In case of emergency, prior to departure we will need the
contact information for company you have chosen and your policy number. We also suggest
that you check with your health insurance company regarding coverage, policies and procedures
for any emergency care delivered in outside of the United States.

Accomodations
The Sawai guesthouse is simple,
yet comfortable. Perched on stilts over
the Indian Ocean, the small shared rooms
provide the simple necessities and toilet
and mandi. The toilet is not flushing, but
you rinse debris out of it with ladles of
water and a mandi is a simple way to bathe.
There is a faucet with cold water, a ladle and
bucket. To bathe or rinse you dump ladles of water over your head. You can also wash your
clothes in the same bucket and hang outside to dry. Meals are served outside on the veranda
and laundry service will be available for a nominal fee.


